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FROM THE

PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Our PARENT INFORMATION EVENING

Please come along as a family to our Parent Information
Evening next Wednesday 13" February at 7 pm, meeting in
the new building. Please return the slip from the flyer at the
end of the newsletter.

The ANNUAL SCHOOL COUNCIL PICNIC DAY.

School Council Picnic Day is at AQuamoves, Shepparton on
Friday the 15" of February. The day starts at 10 a.m. and
finishes at 2.30 p.m. Parents are asked to transport their
children and are encouraged to organise a ride with family
or friends if they are unable to attend. The day is aimed at
socialising within our school community. Please bring along
a family picnic lunch. Students will also be required to wear
a hat, sunscreen and a rash vest or t shirt to be sun smart.

MONDAY - The Mayor

Please join us at assembly to celebrate our new School
Captains receiving their badges from Cr. Jenny Houlihan at
9 am, February the 11" Al parents and friends are invited
to attend. We most certainly welcome your attendance at
every Monday morning assembly.

TEACHERS’ STATE WIDE STOP WORK ACTION.
Parents, if the proposed Victorian Teachers’ Union action
goes ahead, our Year 2 -6 and Year 5/ 6 students will have
no classes for the day next Thursday, as Mr. Cleary and
Mrs. Toy join the stop work action. The Prep / 1 students
will attend school as usual.

Please note a letter will come home as soon as we know
the outcome of the pending Federal Court hearing, but at
this point we need to plan for Stop Work Action. Please ring
me or call in if you require clarification.

VOLUNTEERS

Thank you to Muriel, Jayne, Michelle, Trudie and Tasma
who have volunteered to hear reading. Jayne and Claire
have also offered to help keep the library in shape. If there
is anyone available to assist with returning books to their
rightful shelf in the library, we would certainly appreciate
your help.

FUN GROUP

Fun Group for parents and pre-school students begins,
tomorrow Friday at 9.15. Entry — a gold coin donation.

STUDENT of the WEEK

Our students of the week are awarded based on the
values we are teaching the students. Our focus is
cooperation and respect in the classroom,
playground and at home.

ZOOPER DOOPER

Starting Monday 11" Feb, the Year 6’s will be selling
Zooper Doopers at lunchtime. They will be 50 cents
each and there will be a limit of 2.

OUR NEW WEBSITE

If you have internet connection at home, please check
out our new website at http://www.katandra-west-

ps.vic.edu.au
SCHOOL NURSE CHECKS

The school nurse, Robyn Lewis will conduct Prep
Health checks. Please return the information envelope
that came home with the last newsletter. When we
have all these Robyn will make a visit to do the Prep
health checks.

IPODS

We would appreciate your support in ensuring these
are not used at school. Our social skills program
encourages conversation, listening to others and
playing by the rules cooperatively, with respect for
others. Our exception is for those on the bus who
travel long distances; however the IPOD must then be
placed in the owner’s school bag at their own risk and
not used at school.

ACCOUNTS

Gabrielle has sent accounts home with this Newsletter.
Even if you are an eligible EMA family, an additional

$70.00 for swimming and $30.00 for excursions to be

paid. We understand this is a demanding time of the

year financially and willingly accept part, weekly or
fortnightly payments. Also this year you can direct

credit. Our bank details are: BSB- 063527 Account- @,
10145342. Please use your child’s name as the

reference. Jaﬂef Uy
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IMPORTANT NOTES

OUR PREPS

As you know during February our Preps do not attend school on Wednesdays. School consistency is
gradually built up for the Preps, with one rest day mid-week. We are particularly pleased with the effort the
Preps are putting in. We have been teaching them to have a ‘red hot go’ and that to learn it's OK to make
mistakes, they have been responding very positively to this.

ACTIVE AFTER SCHOOL CARE:

After School Activities will commence in the next few weeks. We are in the process of finalising activities
and more information will go out in next week’s Newsletter.

PARENTS & FRIENDS

The first Parents and Friends meeting this year will be held at 9:15 a.m. on Monday, 11" February. New
members are most welcome. This will be held after the Mayor awards the school captains’ badges at
assembly.

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE (EMA)

Are you entitled to Educational Maintenance Allowance? If you have a current Health Care Card you can
claim EMA and this payment will cover your Parent Payment for 2013. Application forms are available from
the Office. Don’t forget you MUST provide your current Health Care Card Number when applying and your
application form needs to be completed and return to the Office by Friday 22" February. LATE EMA
CLAIMS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK / KIDS MATTER

Student of the week certificates are awarded at assembly each week as well as The Kids Matter Award.
For two/three weeks at a time we are going to focus on a Social Skill. Students who are demonstrating this
skill either in class or in the yard will be able to write their names on a piece of paper which will go into the
Kids Matter Superbox. Each week we will draw a winner from the box who can select a prize. For the first
few weeks of Term we are focusing on ‘Cooperation & Respect.’

DIARY - DATES TO REMEMBER

FEBRUARY MARCH

Mon 117 P. & F. Meeting — 9.30 am Mon 11™ | Labour Day Holiday
School Council = 7.30 p.m.

Wed 13" Parent Information Evening Tues 12" | Athletics Training commences for
No Preps at School the whole school

Thurs 14™ Victorian Teachers’ Strike Action | Mon 18™ School Council AGM - 7.00 p.m.
Year 2-6 children, not at school

Fri 15 S.C. PICNIC DAY - Aquamoves Mon 25™ | Athletic Sports — Prep - 6
Shepparton
Wed 20" NO PREPS Thurs 28™ | End of Term
WORKING BEE AFTER SCHOOL
Thurs 21° Parent Teacher Interviews
Fri 22" EMA closes
Wed 27" No Preps at School
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STUDENT PROFILE

NAME: Phoenix Weatherald

AGE: 5

GRADE: Prep

TEACHER: Miss Keans

FAVOURITE FOOD: Pasta
FAVOURITE GAME: Grand theft auto

FRIEND at SCHOOL: Josh

WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN LEARNING?
Drawing and writing

FAVOURITE COLOR: Green
FAVOURITE BOOK: Ninjargo

BEST THING ABOUT SCHOOL: Being
outside

WHEN | GROW UP: An inventor

FAVOURITE HOLIDAY DESTINATION:
Phuket

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK.

|8

Congratulations to our first Students of the Week for 2013. L i Jamie
Matthews, Caleb Matthews, Emma Bacon & Alice Clurey.
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Belonging af
schoo] makes
g ditterence

Tommy’s Aunt Sue had just

arrived for a visit.

“Hi Tommy. You're a big school

boy now! How is school?”
“Good, Tommy said.

"What do you like about it?”

asked Aunt Sue.

"Friends - Allan and Georgio!

“Great! You've made some friends already.”

“| like my teacher too!

Aunt Sue also talked to Tommy’s friend, Lulu,
who had come over to play.

"What about you Lulu? How do you like school?”
“It's good. If | need the teacher then | have to put

"Is Jackie your friend?”

"Jackie's my buddy. She's a big gir
"What does a buddy do?”

“She helps me if | don't know where to
go or other stuff. She helps to look after
me ‘cos she's big and I'm new.”

|u

up my hand. But if I need help at playtime | can

ask Jackie, said Lulu.

Starting school
is a big Change
cor kids...

Not only do they have
to cope with schoolwork
and teachers, but they
also have to get used

to being part of a class
and a whole school.

A lot more is expected
of children when they
start school and there
are lots more people to
get on with. It helps kids
to know that there are
people at school who
will look after them.

Belonging improves mental health
and learning

All children need to feel that school is a safe place where people

will care about them, where their needs for support, respect and
friendship will be met, and where they will be able to get help to work
out problems. When these needs are met children develop a sense of
belonging at school. Belonging is very important for mental health.

Children who feel that they belong at school are happier, more relaxed
and have fewer behaviour problems than others. They also learn better,
are more motivated and more successful with schoolwork. Research
into children’s mental health has found that a sense of belonging at
school helps to protect children against mental health problems and
improves their learning.

Making friends and having positive relationships with teachers helps
children develop a sense of belonging at school. Having older “buddies”
to turn to helps younger children feel that school is a place where they
can get help if they need it. Looking after younger children encourages
caring and helping in older children and helps to reduce conflicts and
bullying. These are some of the ways that children’s sense of belonging
at school can be supported.
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Lachie, Helena, Declan and Heath were proud Geelong supporters after the Clinic on
Wednesday.
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‘Y o Wednesday the 13 th of
N February
7-8.30pm

Parent Information Evening

Start in the new building and then visit the
cl assrooms to hear from your ch

and take the opportunity o Vvie
work books . Supper will be provided.

Return Slip for Parent Information Evening

Yes !/ we
can attend the Parent Information session.

///////////

Numbers attendi ng.: éeeceeececece.

/////////////////
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